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DEPARTMENT OFTHE INTERIOR

Fish and Wildlife Service

50 CFR Part 17

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; Findings on Petitions To
List Mono Lake Brine Shrimp and
Edgewood Blind Harvestman

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of findings onpetitions.

SUMUARY TheU.S. FishandWildlife
Serviceannouncestwo 90-daypetition
findingsforpetitionsto amendtheList
of EndangeredandThreatenedWildlife
andPlants.Petitionershavepresented
substantialinformationthatpetitionsto
list theMono Lakebrineshrimpandthe
Edgewoodblindharvestmanmaybe
warranted.Formalreviewof thestatus
of theEdgewoodblind harvestmanis
initiatedherewith.
DATES: Thefindings announcedin this
noticeweremadein October1987 and
March 1988.Commentsandinformation
maybe submitteduntil furthernotice.
ADDRESSEL~Information, comments,or
questionsregardingeitherof thesetwo
petitionsmaybe submittedto theField
Supervisor,EndangeredSpecies,U.S.
FishandWildlife Service,2800Cottage
Way, RoomE—1823,Sacramento.
California95825.Thepetitions,findings,
supportingdata,andcommentsare
availablefor public inspection,by
appointment,duringnormalbusiness
hoursat theaboveaddress.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mr. Gail C.Kobetich, FieldSupervisor,
at theaboveaddress(telephone916/
978—4866orFTS460—4866).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:.

Background
Section4(b)(3)(A) of theEndangered

SpeciesAct of 1973(Act), asamendedin
1982 (16 U.S.C.1531 et seq.),requires
that theU.S.FishandWildlife Service
(Service)makea finding on whethera
petitionto list, delist,or reclassifya
speciespresentssubstantialscientificor
commercialinformationto demonstrate
that thepetitionedactionmaybe
warranted.To themaximumextent
practicable,this finding is to bemade
within 90daysof thereceiptof the
petition,andthefindingis to be
publishedpromptlyin theFederal
Register.If thefinding ispositive, the
Serviceis alsorequiredto promptly
commencea review of thestatusof the
involvedspecies.

TheServicehasreceivedandmade
90-dayfindings on thefollowing two
petitions:

A petitionfromDr. DennisMurphy
wasdatedJune23, 1987,andreceived
by theServiceon June19, 1987.The
petitionrequestedtheServiceto list the
MonoLake brineshrimp,Artemia
monica,asanendangeredspecies.
Statusreviewfor theMonoLake brine
shrimpwasinitiatedby a noticeof
review publishedMay 22, 1984 (49FR
21664).

Thepetitionstatedthat theMono
Lake brineshrimpis restrictedin

distributionto MonoLakein Mono
County,California.Thepetitionand
accompanyingdocumentationindicated
thatthesurvival of thespeciesis
threatenedby increasedsalinitydue to
the loweringof the lakesurfacelevel.
After a reviewof thepetition,
accompanyingdocumentationand
referencescitedtherein,theService
foundthat thepetitionpresented
substantialinformationthat theaction
maybewarranted.Within oneyear
fromthe datethepetitionwasreceived,
a finding asto whetherthepetitioned
actionis warrantedis requiredby
section4(b)(3)(B) of theAct.

A partialpetitionfrom ThomasS.
Brigga of California Academyof
Scienceswasreceivedby theService
October16,1987,andcompletedwith
additionalinformationon December21,
1987.Thepetitionrequestedt}te Service
to list theEdgewoodblindharvestman,
Sitalcinaminor,asa threatenedor
endangeredspecies.

Thepetitionstatedthat theEdgewood
blind harvestmanis restrictedin
distributionto two knownpopulations.
Oneisin EdgewoodCountyPark and
the otherhasprobablybeeneliminated.
Thepetitionandaccompanying
documentationstatedthat thesurvival
of thespeciesis threatenedat
EdgewoodCountyParkby habitat
modification thatwill resultif a
proposedlargegolf coursethatis being
plannedis developed.Theother
populationwasprobablyeliminateddue
to theconstructionof aneight-lane
freewayneartheplacewhereit waslast
seenin 1966.

After a reviewofthepetition,
accompanyingdocumentation,and
referencescitedtherein,theService
foundthat thepetitionpresented
substantialinformationthat theaction
requestedmaybewarranted.Status
reviewof thespeciesis requiredto
determinewhetherlisting theEdgewood
blind harvestmanis actuallywarranted.
A formalstatusreviewof theEdgewood
blind harvestmanis initiated herewith.
Within oneyearfrom thedatethe
completedpetitionwasreceived,a
finding asto whetherthepetitioned
actionis warrantedis requiredby
section4(b)(3)(B)of the Act.

TheServicewould appreciateany
additionaldata,commentsand
suggestionsfrom thepublic,other
concernedgovernmentalagencies,the
scientificcommunity,industry,or any
otherinterestedparty concerningthe
statusof theEdgewoodblind
harvestman,Sitaicinaminor.
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Thisnoticewaspreparedby Ms.
RobynThorsonandDr. AndrewF.
Robinson,Jr., U.S.Fish andWildlife
Service.500 NE. MultnornahStreet,Suite
1692.Portland,Oregon97232(5031231—
6150or FTS429-6150).

Authority:Theauthority for this actionis
theEndangeredSpeciesAct of 1973, an
amended(18 U.S.C.1531etseq.;Pub. L. 93—
200~87Stat.884;Pub.L. 94-458,90Stat.911;
Pub.L.96.-88z,gzStat.3751;Pub.L 96-159~93
Stat.1fl5~Pub.L. 97-304.96Stat.1411);Pub.
1. 99-625,100Stat.3500(1986)~unless
otherwisenoted.

List of Subjectsis50CFR Part17

Endangeredandthreatenedwildlife,
Fish,Marinemammals,Plants
(agriculture).

Dated:August11, 1988.
Sussa~-~i

ActingAssistantSwetoryforFishand
Wildlife andPark&.
[FR D.s.as-18N2FUsd*4&M~t4I~
ea~as ~
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